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TABLE 5-1.

Deaths, Maternal Deaths, Infant Deaths, Neonatal Deaths,
and Fetal Deaths, U.S., 1945-1997

Year Deaths Maternal Deaths Infant Deaths Neonatal Deaths Fetal Deaths
Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Ratio
1945 1,401,719 10.6 5,668 207.2 104,684 38.3 66,593 24.3 65,513 23.9
1946 1,395,617 | 10.0 5,153 | 156.7 111,063 | 33.8 79,079 24.0 74,849 22.8
1947 1,445,370 10.1 4,978 | 134.5 119,173 | 32.2 84,296 22.8 77,917 21.1
1948 1,444,337 9.9 4,122 | 116.6 | 113,169 | 32.0 78,426 | 22.2 72,838 20.6
1949 1,443,607 9.7 3,216 90.3 111,531 | 31.3 76,326 21.4 70,584 19.8
1950 1,452,454 9.6 2,960 83.3 103,825 29.2 72,855 20.5 68,262 19.2
1951 1,482,099 9.7 2,812 75.0 106,702 | 28.4 75,192 20.0 70,569 18.8
1952 1,496,838 9.6 2,610 67.8 109,413 28.4 76,253 19.8 70,447 18.3
1953 1,517,541 9.6 2,385 61.1| 108,405 | 27.8 76,332 19.6 69,393 17.8
1954 1,481,091 9.2 2,105 52.4 106,791 26.6 76,724 19.1 70,109 17.5
1955 1,528,717 9.3 1,901 47.0 106,903 26.4 77,351 19.1 69,153 17.1
1956 1,564,476 9.4 1,702 | 40.9 108,183 | 26.0 78,659 18.9 68,659 16.5
1957 1,633,128 9.6 1,746 41.0 112,094 26.3 81,088 19.1 69,561 16.3
1958 1,647,886 9.5 1,581 | 37.6 113,789 | 27.1 81,798 19.5 69,355 16.5
1959 1,656,814 9.4 1,588 37.4 112,008 26.4 80,778 19.0 68,613 16.2
1960 1,711,982 9.5 1,579 37.1 110,873 26.0 79,733 18.7 68,480 16.1
1961 1,701,522 9.3 1,573 36.9 107,956 | 25.3 78,482 18.4 68,767 16.1
1962 1,756,720 9.5 1,465 35.2 105,479 25.3 76,346 18.3 66,421 15.9
1963 1,813,549 9.6 1,466 35.8 103,390 | 25.2 74,648 18.2 64,640 15.8
1964 1,798,051 9.4 1,343 33.3 99,783 24.8 72,026 17.9 65,931 16.4
1965 1,828,136 9.4 1,189 31.6 92,866 24.7 66,419 17.7 60,859 16.2
1966 1,863,149 9.5 1,049 29.1 85,516 23.7 61,941 17.2 56,637 15.7
1967 1,851,323 9.4 987 28.0 79,028 22.4 58,127 16.5 54,934 15.6
1968 1,930,082 9.7 859 24.5 76,263 21.8 56,456 16.1 55,293 15.8
1969 1,921,990 9.5 801 22.2 75,073 20.9 56,085 15.6 50,749 14.1
1970 1,921,031 9.5 803 21.5 74,667 20.0 56,279 15.1 52,961 14.2
1971 1,927,542 9.3 668 18.8 67,981 19.1 50,496 14.2 47,818 13.4
1972 1,963,944 9.4 612 18.8 60,182 18.5 44,432 13.6 41,380 12.7
1973 1,973,003 9.3 477 15.2 55,581 | 17.7 40,664 13.0 38,309 12.2
1974 1,934,388 9.1 462 14.6 52,776 16.7 38,738 12.3 36,281 11.5
1975 1,892,879 8.8 403 12.8 50,525 16.1 36,416 11.6 33,796 10.7
1976 1,909,440 8.8 390 12.3 48,265 15.2 34,587 10.9 33,111 10.5
1977 1,899,597 8.6 373 11.2 46,975 14.1 32,860 9.9 33,052 9.9
1978 1,927,788 8.7 321 9.6 45,945 13.8 31,618 9.5 32,301 9.7
1979 1,913,841 8.5 336 9.6 45,665 13.1 30,980 8.9 32,969 9.4
1980 1,989,841 8.8 334 9.2 45,526 12.6 30,618 8.5 33,353 9.2
1981 1,977,981 8.6 309 8.5 43,305 11.9 28,000 7.8 32,596 9.0
1982 1,974,797 8.5 292 7.9 42,401 11.5 28,000 7.6 32,694 8.9
1983 2,019,201 8.6 290 8.0 40,627 11.2 26,507 7.3 30,752 8.5
1984 2,039,369 8.6 285 7.8 39,580 10.8 25,691 7.0 30,099 8.2
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TABLE 5-1.

Deaths, Maternal Deaths, Infant Deaths, Neonatal Deaths,
and Fetal Deaths, U.S., 1945-1997 (Continued)

Year Deaths Maternal Deaths Infant Deaths Neonatal Deaths Fetal Deaths
Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate Number Ratio
1985 2,086,440 8.7 295 7.8 40,030 10.6 26,179 7.0 29,661 7.9
1986 2,105,361 8.7 272 7.2 38,891 | 10.4 25,212 6.7 28,972 7.7
1987 2,123,323 8.7 251 6.6 38,380 | 10.0 24,940 6.5 29,349 7.7
1988 2,167,999 8.8 330 8.4 38,910 10.0 24,690 6.3 29,442 7.5
1989 2,150,466 8.7 320 7.9 39,655 9.8 24,800 6.2 30,469 7.5
1990 2,148,463 8.6 343 8.2 38,351 9.2 23,920 5.8 31,386 7.5
1991 2,169,518 8.6 323 7.9 36,766 8.9 22,978 5.6 30,160 7.3
1992 2,175,613 8.5 318 7.8 34,628 8.5 21,849 5.4 30,256 7.4
1993 2,268,553 8.8 302 7.5 33,466 8.4 21,174 5.3 28,766 7.2
1994 2,278,994 8.8 328 8.3 31,710 8.0 20,250 5.1 27,937 7.1
1995 2,312,132 8.8 277 7.1 29,583 7.6 19,155 4.9 27,294 7.0
1996 2,314,690 8.7 294 7.6 28,487 7.3 18,572 4.8 27,069 7.0
1997 2,314,245 8.7 327 8.4 28,045 7.2 18,524 4.8 26,486 6.8

Rate per 1,000 population for deaths.
Rate per 1,000 live births for infant and neonatal deaths.

Rate per 100,000 live births for maternal deaths.

Ratio per 1,000 live births for fetal deaths.

The following federal publications are the sources for federal data: Final Mortality Data for 1997, National Vital Statistics Reports.
Vol. 47, No. 19. June 30, 1999. Vital Statistics of the United States, Volumes 1-3, lists historical data. The number of fetal deaths
for 1985-1991 are from Hoyert, D.L. "Perinatal Mortality in the United States: 1985-1991." U.S. Department of Health and Human

Services, Public Health Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, 20 (26) August
1995. 1992-1996 fetal deaths, personal communication with Joyce Martin, NCHS.



